Miguel Castillo – An Accomplished Career Serving the Cadet Corps
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Miguel Castillo was first assigned to UTA in June 1986 as a Sergeant First Class. He was able to complete his BA degree at UTA in Criminology, fulfilling many of his academic requirements by attending classes at what is now Tarrant County College, prior to his 1992 military retirement with 22 years of distinguished service. Miguel worked at miscellaneous positions within UTA before returning, as a civilian, to his military position, having been personally recruited and encouraged to return by Major Theresa Worthy. Although qualified for, and offered, other, higher graded civil service positions outside Texas, Miguel’s heart remained with the Cadet Corps and UTA and he has continued to work, taking pride in  sharing the lessons of his military experience with cadets while preparing them for active duty.


Miguel played a key role in many supporting tasks (variously serving as Billeting Branch NCOIC and Chief, Lodging Activities Manager) for the Panama Treaty implementa-tion while assigned to the Logistics Support Command, 193d Infantry Brigade at Corozal, Panama in the early 1980’s. The Logistics Support Command Commander was Colonel Wm G Pagonis, who went on to earn his third star as the senior Army Logistician during Desert Storm.  The Treaty, signed almost a decade earlier by President Jimmy Carter, called for time phased events leading up to complete turnover of the canal and all facilities by the end of 1999. The contributions of Miguel and other housing staff was to make sure that all homes were transferred in a clean and well maintained (the same standard as if they were to be assigned to another Army family) condition. The Panamanian government subsequently sold or leased the units to ease the housing shortfall in the civilian population. Miguel worked in an office with military and civilian co-workers and was widely respected for his commitment, enthusiasm, and leadership in bringing together a diverse military and civilian staff. 


One of the inconsistencies in the Treaty turned out to be this requirement to turn over Army owned family housing to Panama at a time (which no one could have anticipated when the treaty was signed) of growing activity in Central America when more troops were arriving and more housing was needed. As a direct link to the civilian rental community in Panama, he played a vital role in helping Army families obtain scarce housing and was there for them as the Housing Referral Officer Counselor and mediator to assist with landlord –tenant disputes. 


Miguel was very well thought of by his supervisors and represented the U.S. Army in Panama in many ways. Working long hours and with minimal staff, SFC Castillo was called upon to utilize his language skills and familiarity with the Panamanian culture (Miguel was born in the Republic de Panama) to successfully accomplish the mission. To this day, Miguel considers his task of finding affordable, adequate and safe housing for Soldiers in Panama City, Panama, to be one of them most challenging – and rewarding – aspects of his military career.


Miguel Castillo and his wife Myriam are pleased to be members of the Arlington community are proud of their personal and professional association with the Cadet Corps and the University.  They have two married children, and two grandsons.

By Thomas Petersen, US Army, Alaska (Former Housing Chief, Logistics Support Command, Panama)
